
 

English Home Learning 

Day 1 – Reading for Meaning  

Holes 

Day 2 – Reading for Meaning 

Day 3 – Setting Description  

Day 4 – First person recount 

Day 5 – Re-write the opening  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 1 - Reading for Meaning  

From ‘World of Warriors – A New Hero’ by Curtis Jobling 
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Reading for Meaning 

1) Use a dictionary to find the 

definitions for  

a) resonating 

b) ritual 

c) terrarium 

2) Find and copy one word that shows 

that Trick’s blazer is old.  

3) Find and copy one word that shows 

that Trick never forgets to buy his 

magazines 

Inference  

4) What type of creature lives in the 

terrarium and how do you know? 

5) Why do you think Trick kisses his 

necklace? 

6) Is Trick’s room tidy? Give 2 pieces of 

evidence to support your answer.  

Language, Structure and Presentation 

7) Why has the writer chosen to 

describe the knotted tie as “like a 

noose”? What does this tell us? 

8) Why has the author selected words 

like “shrugged” and “shambled” to 

describe how Trick moves? 

Challenge Question 

Describe what you think Trick might be like 

at school, using quotes from the text to 

support your answer.  



Day 2 – Reading for Meaning 

For the rest of the week we are going to focus on the book Holes by Louis Sachar. 



 



 



 

Reading for Meaning  

1. What animals might you encounter at Camp Green Lake? 

2. How many passengers were there on the bus? 

3. What was Stanley’s father’s job? Was he successful at his job? 

Inference 

1. Why do you think that Stanley Yelnats was handcuffed to the armrest of 

the bus? 

2. Do you think Camp Green Lake will be the same as “Camp Fun and 

Games” he dreamed about as a child? Explain your answer. 

3. “Stanley looked out the dirty window. He couldn’t see a lake. And hardly 

anything was green.” How do you think Stanley felt as he arrived at Camp 

Green Lake? Explain why. 

Language, Presentation and Structure  

1. What person is the narrative written in? How do you know? 

2. What does the author mean when he says “and the hot, heavy air was 
almost as stifling as the handcuffs”? 

3. ‘“Not every Stanley Yelnats has been a failure” Stanley’s mother often 
pointed out’, what predications can you make about the novel based upon 
his mother’s statement? 

Challenge – Can you create your own reading for meaning questions and 

challenge your parent/carer? 



Day 3 – Setting Description, Camp Green Lake 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 

For this piece of learning, you are going to write a setting description of Camp Green Lake. You are going to 

use the information from the text and develop on those idea to create a more in-depth description. 

        

- Highlight or identify any vocabulary you want to magpie from the text. 

- Highlight or identify description that you think could be up levelled and developed in your own 

description.  

Think about: 

- Third person perspective  

- Expanded noun phrases  

- Similes/metaphors  

- Vivid description  

- Ambitious vocabulary  



What is the first thing a camp mate would see? 

The barren landscape struck fear into Stanley’s heart. 

Focus on your 5 senses (touch, smell, taste, hear, feel) 

The humid and breathless air held onto Stanley like a vice as he took his first steps off the bus. 

Using modal verbs (SPaG lesson) 

The continuous and unforgiving heat ought to whip these delinquent boys into shape.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 4 – Letter home 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

For today’s learning, you are going to write a recount, from the perspective of Stanley, home to his mother 

recounting the events of the time at Camp Greek Lake so far. 

       

Think about: 

- First person perspective 

- Past tense  

- Chronological order 

- Temporal connectives  

- Description of character emotions 

 

. 



Events that happen in the story  

1. Arriving at Camp Green Lake  

2. Meeting Mr Sir 

3. Meeting the counsellor/seeing his new “home” (tents) 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Starting point – When Stanley took his first entered the camp. 

 Nervous of what awaited me off this stiflingly hot bus, I took a deep breath and braced myself for 

whatever adventure lay in front of me. The one thing I was not prepared for was the wall of heat that 

punched me in the face as soon as the driver swung open the bus doors 

 

 

Day 5 – Re-writing the story  

For today’s learning you are going to plan and write your own version of the story Holes, following the style of 

the author and using the same language features.  

Think about: 

- Where is your narrative going to be set? 

- Who will be your main character? 

- How will your character develop through your story? 

- What choice did your character have to make? Why did he have to make it? 

- How will you build suspense within your writing? How can you develop your writing skills to capture the 

audience? 

 

Writing your story 

Remember, your story should be in the 3rd person with the occasional address to the reader as that is using 

the features the author has used. 

Focus on the features that you have looked at this week: 

- Modal verbs 

- Setting description 

- Character emotions  

- 5 senses  

Use the wonderful imagination that you have and your stories will be as amazing as you are and just 

ENJOY writing! 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Title 

 

Character 

Name: 

Age: 

Nationality: 

Description: 

 

Setting 

Location: 

Description: 

 

 

What choice does the character have? Which choice 

did he take? Why? 

The Journey 

What journey does your character go 

on? 

Language features 

Similes/metaphors/personification  



Additional Reading Learning Opportunities  

English Reading Activity 

Using a book of your choice, choose 3 different learning opportunities: 

- Write a new blurb for your book 

- Write an alternative ending for your book 

- Re-write a section of the book from a different characters perspective 

- Write a telephone conversation between two characters in your book. 

- Design a new book cover  

- Draw a cartoon strip of the main events in your book  

 

Can you complete the reading scavenger hunt? 

Challenge – can you find a different book for each one? 

 


